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Recommended approach for shippers to carry out  

paragraphs 1.1 and 1.2 of the MEPC Circular MEPC.1/Circ.909*  
 

Recommendations for the carriage of Plastic Pellets by sea in freight containers 
 

Why is the implementation of utmost importance? 

 

Maximising adoption and effective implementation of this circular is key in the ongoing discussions on 

mandatory instruments that could form the legal basis for mandatory measures for preventing pellet 

loss at sea. Several IMO Member States and Associations support classifying plastic pellets as 

Dangerous Goods under IMDG Class 9 or as harmful to the aquatic environment under MARPOL Annex 

III, with other suggestions for very strict packaging requirements. The potential dangerous goods 

classification is not in harmonization with GHS and will lead to negative consequences, without 

contributing to decreasing the root cause of freight container loss at sea. 

 

essenscia encourages its members and their stakeholders to implement the recommendations of 

this IMO Circular as a standard improvement and Responsible Care practice. Rapid and effective 

implementation of the Circular’s measures is essential to demonstrating their effectiveness while the 

discussion on regulatory measures continues. Your compliance with these recommendations will also 

be considered if an incident occurs. 

 

What is requested? 

 

Following the IMO discussions to reduce the loss of containers containing Plastic Pellets during sea 

transports, IMO issued the Circular MEPC.1/Circ.909 with three recommendations for the carriage of 

Plastic Pellets by sea in freight containers (please refer to the circular for full details): 

 

1. Plastic pellets should be packed in good quality packaging; 

2. Notification of those freight containers containing plastic pellets + special stowage request; 

3. Protected stowage of those freight containers. 

The American Chemistry Council collaborated with associations (Cefic / Plastics Europe / DGAC) and 

member companies to develop recommended guidelines for shippers to implement paragraphs 1.1 

and 1.2 of the MEPC Circular. The following has been agreed:   

  

1. Use of the code “PLA” on the booking request and transport document. 

2. The booking request  should also include the following declaration statement: 

“Freight container contains plastic pellets in accordance with paragraphs 1.1 and 1.2 of IMO 
Circular MEPC.1/Circ.909 and is subject to proper securement and stowage under deck 

wherever reasonably practicable, or inboard in sheltered areas of exposed decks (in 

accordance with paragraph 1.3 of that Circular).” 

Or abbreviated 
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“Contains PLASTIC PELLETS as per MEPC.1/Circ.909 (para. 1.1 and 1.2).  Freight container 

subject to securement and stowage under deck or inboard in sheltered areas of exposed 

decks (para. 1.3).” 

3. As a potential longer-term solution, the special stowage request field in an EDI transmission 

could (or should) use the code “PLA”. 

The goal is to standardize the implementation as much as possible while keeping the exact placement 

on booking requests or transport documents flexible.  

Although there is no set implementation date, it is crucial to implement the above measures as soon 

as possible to minimize the risk of new incidents.  

 

Member companies need to coordinate with their carriers to implement the Circular, in particular 

on the execution of the special stowage request. While the notification and the special stowage 

request for plastic pellet freight containers are essential, the carriers’ effective execution of these 
request ultimately reduce the environmental risk associated with the transport of plastic by sea.   

 

The Core Team will continue its engagement efforts with the World Shipping Council to facilitate a 

global rollout.  

 

Until the IMO PPR 12 meeting in January 2025, our industry will need to provide an update on our 

efforts to implement the Circular. Through means of a survey, ACC with support of other trade 

associations, will gather member companies’ actions to implement the Circular in their supply chains 

by using the code “PLA” and the standardized declaration in booking forms.  

 

We hereby ask your cooperation in maximum implementation of  IMO Circular MEPC. 1/Circ. 909 

and bringing it as much as possible to the attention of your carriers, suppliers, producers, … 

 

For more information, contact Tanja Merckx, Logistics Advisor, tmerckx@essenscia.be  

 

 

  

mailto:tmerckx@essenscia.be
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