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MAIN EVENTS 
OF 2016

2016 was a good year for the Innovation 
Circle, with 14 new files and 6 projects 
coming for a second presentation. 

The Innovation Fund reached a capital of 20 Mo EUR; the Circle 
provides a good sourcing for the Fund and, conversely, the Fund 
sends new projects to the Circle. 

The Innovation Academy, that will be officially launched in January 
2017, will be the third pillar of this stimulating environment for 
startups in chemistry and life sciences: young talents from Deloitte 
will help developing projects of the Innovation Circle, under 
various forms: free coaching and assistance, temporarily interim 
function in the start ups or even permanent transfer to the start up.

2016 2013-2016

Files received 14 45

New files presented to 
the Circle

14 38

Files getting a godfather 6 28

Files closed 6 11

Files for second 
presentation

6 11

Files transmitted to  
the fund

6 12

Number active files 8 27

# Meetings 9

% presence at meetings 72% 70%

ACTIVITY 
OVERVIEW 
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1.1.  PROJECTS SUSTAINED BY THE INNOVATION CIRCLE 2013-2016

1.3.  ACTIVE FILES

new projects

total (cumul)
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1.2.  COLLABORATION WITH THE INNOVATION FUND
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2. �NEW 
PROJECTS

2.1.  SuperZeolit – 01/2016

> Owners: Bert Sels and Bert Lagrain (KUL)

> Godfather: Carl Van Camp

> �Subject: sustainable production of porous zeolites for 
catalysts: low cost, environment friendly, with excellent 
properties

> Status: production in grams

> �Requests to the Innovation Circle: feedback, network, 
strategic partnerships, business model definition 

2.2. Biorem – 01/2016

> �Owners: Frédéric Lakaye and Marc Beunen 

> �Godfather: depending on first steps undertaken by 
Jean-Marie Solvay

> �Subject: valorisation in new markets of products developed 
for soil decontamination

> �Status: lots of ideas

> �Request to the Innovation Circle: structuring the approach

2.3. Fyteko – 02/2016

> �Owners: Guilllaume Wegria and Juan Carlos Cabrera

> �Godfather: submitted to the Innovation Fund

> ��Subject: production and commercialisation of biostimulants 
for plants, improving their stress resistance (drought…) ; 
formulations for seed coating and/or foliar application. 

> �Statuts: technology and production under control; partners 
found for first field tests in 2016/2017. 

> �Requests to the Innovation Circle: mentoring - network –
essenscia innovation award – business plan review.

2.4. Trendminer – 02/2016

> �Owner: Bert Baeck

> �Godfather: submitted to the Innovation Fund

> �Subject: help Global Production Facilities to improve their 
Plant Availability and Asset Effectiveness through Big Data 
Search and Predictive Analytics.

> �Status: Started in 2008 as a Spin-off of K.U.Leuven, with 
headquarter in Hasselt and sales offices in NL/GER(NRWF)/
US(Houston-NY); 30 Employees (mix. Process Specialists 
& Data scientists); 100+ Customers; patented several core 
technologies for US/EU

> �Requests to the Innovation Circle: Senior Industry advisory 

(trends, market, challenges, forecast,…); introductions 
Top-down within the Chemical industry, as the pilots are sold 
bottom up at the moment

2.5. Care4Water – 03/2016

> �Owners: Dominique Balcaen and Vincent Delannoy

> �Godfather: Benoit Gailly; submitted to the Innovation Fund

> ��Subject: small and medium size units for local chlorine 
production 

> ��Status: technology, not very innovative, under control; first 
sales realized; partnerships in discussion;

> �Requests to the Innovation Circle: network – mentoring – 
access to the Innovation Fund

2.6. Univercells – 05/2016

> ��Owners: José Castillo, Mathias Garny and Hugues Bultot

> ��Godfather: Jean-Marie Solvay

> ��Subject: local, affordable and continuous production units 
for biological agents: vaccines, antibodies, enzymes for the 
treatment of orphan diseases

> �Status: financing via Takeda and Bill & Melinda Gates 
foundation; prototype in progress

> �Requests to the Innovation Circle: mentoring – help to find 
capital

2.7. Quantum Leap – 05/2016

> �Owner: Dominique Bosteels

> �Godfather: Koen Debackere asks feedback at KUL

> �Subject: improve (16%) the combustion process of engines 
by a new catalysis system based on nanomaterials

> �Status: no interest from car manufacturer although the project 
exists since a long time. Reason?

2.8. Greenfrix – 06/2016

> �Owners: Frédéric Danneaux and Jean-Patrick Holvoet

> �Godfather: Edouard Croufer; submitted to the Innovation Fund

> �Subject: control and improvement of plasma process to 
transform vegetable oils and improve their properties

> ��Status: the project is technically mature but commercially not 
yet; market study and possibilities need to be analysed

> �Request to the Circle: access to the Innovation Fund
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2.9. Blue Foot Membrane – 06/2016

> �Owner: Patrick Van Schoubroek (VITO)

> �Godfather: submitted to the Innovation Fund

> ��Subject: filtration membrane in module; this patented 
concept is based on the direct coating of a membrane 
layer on a 3D textile (single or double) and results in 
a lower footprint of the MBR and a doubling of output 
capacity.  Moreover, this reinforced membrane enables 
“back washing”, a unique feature to overcome fouling of the 
membranes.

> ��Status: search of capital for launching the industrial 
production. Sales have already started.

 

2.10. Proceedix/Iristick – 08/2016

> �Owners: Peter Verstraten and Steven Serneels

> ��Godfathers: Christian Jourquin and Jean-Marie Solvay

> �Subject: connect and empower operators in the smart factory 
of the future, thanks to a new logical approach, smart software 
and easy support (tablet, watch, glasses…); development of 
glasses conceived for the chemical production environment

> �Status: software starts to be sold. Glasses ready within a year. 
Certified glasses for oil and chemicals not yet developed. 

> �Requests to the Circle: industry introductions – innovation 
network introduction for certified glasses – innovation fund

2.11. Opticube – 09/2016

> �Owner: Bertrand Fontaine

> �Godfather: (out of scope)

> �Subject: assembly and sales of solar thermic kits, delivered in 
a container, for the industry and local communities

2.12. Value Ash

> �Owner: Michel Loot

> �Godfather: follow up Deloitte and Edith Coune

> ��Subject: separation of fly ash from coal stations in useful 
fractions with higher added value, based on a Russian 
technology validated by VITO. Markets: concrete 
and catalysts

> �Status: Technology Readiness Level 7 - system prototype 
demonstration in operational environment.  
No clear business model

> �Request to the Circle: guidance in defining the strategy.

2.13. Araani

> �Owner: Pieter Claerhout

> �Godfather: (too mature); possible transfer to the Fund

> �Subject: video analytics for smoke detection in difficult 
environments

> ��Status: first sales; development of new software: adaptable to 
all brands of camera, new applications…

> ��Request to the Circle: contacts

2.14. Rein4ced 

> �Owner: Michaël Callens

> �Godfather: Jean-Marie Solvay; to be submitted to the 
Innovation academy

> �Subject: automated production of bike components based on 
hybrid composites (carbon- and steel fibers) in thermoplast 
(PA or PPS) in Europe

> �Status: definition of business model

> �Requests to the Circle: feedback and access to the 
Innovation Fund
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At essenscia
Boulevard Auguste Reyers 80
1030 Brussels
www.essenscia.be

INNOVATION CIRCLE

edith.coune@gmail.com

CONTACT


